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DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLABORATIVE ENVIRONMENTS FOR M USIC-MAKING 
 
 
As required from the survey plan, this document analyzes the frameworks for the music 
collaborative production, not specifically designed to support educational practice. The analysis is 
carried out from the functional point of view, considering the services and tools made available to 
the users for the content production and sharing. 
 
My Online Band (USA) 
URL: http://www.myonlineband.com 
 
This is a network of musicians and wannabes who want to share their musical tastes and create 
musical projects in a collaborative manner. 
It provides a platform for managing shared projects, a space for the file sharing and a 
recommendation system for promoting the songs made by the users’ community. The system is 
based on the concepts of musical group (band) and song workspace, for the management of 
collaborative projects. 
The users can judge the compositions and communicate with each other through a chat. There is no 
forum. The portal also provides a service of talent scout, in which a band can insert the 
collaboration offers, specifying the required musical profile. 
The content browsing service is well structured. It is possible to arrange the artists’ list, highlighting 
new entries, or the top musicians. The ranking takes into account the number of accesses to the 
artist’s homepage, the number of downloads and the votes received from other users. It  is also 
possible to group the artists by musical skills (talent) and by the country of origin. The song 
workspace can be explored, highlighting the most recent projects, or those who are looking for new 
talent to continue. It is also possible to sort the projects by level of activity, where the score takes 
into account the number of accesses and the number of comments. 
 

 
 
 
ccMixter  
URL: http://ccmixter.org 
 
ccMixter is the site of a community of musicians who make musical remixes, licensed under 
Creative Commons. 
It provides services for managing shared projects, a forum for the exchange of information among 
the users, and a recommendation system for promoting the musical products. Users can upload 
instrumental tracks (sample) or vocal tracks (a cappella). The remix is a project that utilizes both 
instrumental and vocal tracks made by other users. 
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The system has a trackback service, which keeps track of samples and a cappellas used in the 
remixe and their authors. The trackback works automatically within the site, but you can manually 
report also the use of musical tracks outside of the site. It is also possible create and edit playlists, 
composed by the remixes made by the community. 
 

  
 
 
Dopetracks (USA) 
URL: http://www.dopetracks.com 
 
It is a social network for musical collaboration, where you can record your own audio tracks and 
sing with other singers. 
It makes available to the members a sharing space for musical projects, a showcase for the 
distribution of their products, and a discussion forum. The portal is directed to the rap musical 
genre, so it has two distinct sections for the file uploading and downloading: one for the beats, i.e. 
rhythmic and instrumental tracks that have no text, and one for the tracks, where a rapped text is 
added to the beat. The same beat can be rapped several times, with different texts and by different 
users. 
The portal provides a plug-in for the audio recording, implemented for mobile devices. Various 
rankings are proposed, broken down by types of users: experts, producers, novices. The rankings 
depend on the scores (referred to as dope) received from the other users. A special ranking 
highlights the beats most widely used, i.e. the most rapped beats. 
An interesting section assists the users in finalizing their products on CD and DVD, completed with 
a nice packaging. 
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Kompoz (USA) 
URL: http://www.kompoz.com 
 
It is a shared workspace for musicians and songwriters. In addition to the service of audio file 
uploading/downloading, the portal provides a variety of community communication services: blogs, 
discussion groups, forums, chat. 
The key element of the system is the project. The open projects are separated from the completed 
projects, that are placed in a special section, named finished. The page dedicated to each project is 
divided into several panels: overview, tracks, discussions, members, info. The overview panel is 
divided itself into several sections that contain: a brief textual description of the project, the list of 
the collaborators, the list of the supporters (who likes this project), some meta data such as genre, 
style, mood, key, BPM, creation date, owner, participation, status of work, license; a log of the 
recent activities (uploads, downloads, comments) carried out by users in relation to that project; a 
list of talents required to develop the project. The site has a video section that allows to upload both 
musical video and tutorial. 
 

 
 
 
Indaba Music (USA) 
URL: http://www.indabamusic.com 
 
Indaba is a community that allows artists to be in touch and work together creatively to musical 
projects. It is primarily intended for professionals and the more advanced features are with fee. The 
community facilities include a messaging system and a Ditigal Audio Workstation (DAW). 
It is based on the concept of working session, which includes the modalities of a real recording 
studio. Users participating in a session can upload their musical tracks, which are then mixed by the 
responsible of the session. In the master section, the traces are processed to obtain an audio master 
of professional quality. There is a platform, with fee, for the sale of their music products. 
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Cocompose (Germania) 
URL: http://www.cocompose.com 
 
It is an environment for creating and sharing music. It is based on the collaboration of multiple 
users within a project. The project may include audio and video tracks, subtitles for the video 
tracks, cover images, and lyrics. There is a section dedicated to the research of artists for the 
collaboration to musical projects. The work - both audio and video - can be sold directly on the 
community’s website. 
 

 
 
 
Ujam (USA) 
URL: http://www.ujam.com 
 
It is a platform, self-defined cloud-based, to create and share music. There is the possibility of 
creating shared projects. The individual artist creates his own song using a plug-in that provides the 
functionality of a sequencer with an interface designed for non-professionals. The portal provides a 
service for distributing the produced songs, interfaced with leading Web 2.0 platforms, such as 
Facebook and Soundcloud. 
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Digital Musician  (Germania) 
URL: http://www.digitalmusician.net 
 
It is a community website for sharing musical projects. The artistic productions are divided by 
channels. The portal provides a forum and the opportunity to search on-line artists for collaborating 
on shared projects. As an additional tool, you can download a plug-in developed on VST 
technology for managing and building their own soundtracks collaboratively. The software provides 
an audio-video communication channel and a chat tool. 
 

  
 
 
Ohmstudio (Francia) 
URL: http://www.ohmstudio.com 
 
The system is based on a free software that implements the functionality of a collaborative digital 
audio workstation (DAW). The software is multiplatform and it allows to the musicians to 
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collaborate remotely during a song recording. A chat system allows real-time communication 
among artists. It is possible to create joint projects and to invite others users to participate. The site 
also offers tools to manage the community. There is a forum for information exchange and the 
opportunity to search for artists to work with. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Makemusic (Danimarca) 
URL: http://makemusic.net 
 
It is a Danish website in English for the realization of collaborative musical projects. The site makes 
available to the users a service of uploading/downloading files and a system for project 
management, with which you can manage the access to shared files and organize working groups 
and fans groups. Tools for the exchange of knowledge, such as messaging, chat rooms, discussion 
groups are provided. There is also a system to rate musical compositions and a section dedicated to 
research artists for musical collaborations. 
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Mashstix (USA) 
URL: http://www.mashstix.com 
 
It is focused on the mush-ups (i.e. musical works made by mixing and re-using other songs). The 
main menu of the site is divided into only three sections: a window to navigate among the best 

mush-ups already created, a service to submit the users’ work and a forums for the discussion 
among users. A service to rate the songs allows them to grow up the classify and get to be displayed 
in the display window. 
 

  
 
 
 
Scratch Audio 
URL: http://www.scratchaudio.com 
 
It is a collaborative environment that aims to the simplicity and intuitiveness of its interface, 
realized as a sequencer. It provides to the community the possibility to leave comments, a 
messaging system and a forum. Additional services are not offered and there are no particular 
innovations in terms of technical computing and by a social perspective. 
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Aviary  (USA) 
URL: http://advanced.aviary.com/tools/audio-editor 
 
It is a separate section of the portal Myna audio editor, designed for creating music in collaborative 
environments. Using this framework you can access the web and other Aviary tools for mobile 
(tools for photo retouching, vector graphics, to create musical loops and melodies). A blog is 
provided. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Freesound (Spagna) 
URL: http://freesound.org 
 
It is a database for sounds files licensed under Creative Commons, it has also been used in 
educational settings. The sounds cover different subjects: from field recordings (soundscapes) up to 
synthesized sounds: they are associated with tags (Freesound offers tagging and geo-tagging), to 
perform research based on content. It allows viewing of the waveform and the spectral centroid of 
audio signals. The sounds can be retrieved using semantic descriptors. 
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COLLABORATIVE ENVIRONMENTS FOR MUSIC-MAKING – a com parison 

 Up/Downloa
d 

Jam 
sessi
on 

Distributio
n 

Rati
ng 

Foru
m 

Comments Shared 
project 

Chat Tools 

OnlineBand Yes (MP3, 
WMA) 

No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No 

ccMixter Yes (WAV, 
ZIP, MP3) 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No 

DopeTracks Yes (MP3) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Sound 
recorder 

Kompoz Yes (MP3, 
AIFF, WAV, 
WMA, OGG, 
APE) 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

Indaba Music Yes (MP3) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No DAW 

cocompose Yes (MP3, 
MP4) 

No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No 

Ujam Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No No Sequenc
er 
(similar 
to Band 
in a box) 

Digital 
musician 

Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes DAW 

Ohmstudio Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes DAW 

MakeMusic Yes (MP3) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes  

Aviary Yes (Formati 
proprietary) 

No Yes No No No Yes No Online 
Audio 
Editor 

Mashstix MP3 No Yes Yes Yes 
(blog) 

Yes No No  

Scratch audio Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes No DAW 
(loop 
oriented) 

Freesound Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes  


